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instructions to the Vazir, some person had inten-
tionally put a live coal from the hookah on the
carpet. He then folded up the carpet, called to
a servant and had it carried to the store. Think-
ing over the mishap, Yusuf Khan came to the
conclusion that, in all probability, this was the
work of the Vazir. There was no doubt that the
Vazir was very envious of him. Some time ago,
he had told him to be very careful about the
favourite articles of the Shah and this carpet was
one of them. The Shah should have left the
hookah and gone and then some person who had
been instigated by the Vazir should have dropped
a live coal on the carpet. The thing for him to
do now was to get the carpet repaired without
the fact of damage coming to the notice of the
Shah.
A week later, that carpet had to be spread
again in the King's sitting room and there was
again a meeting of the inner council. The carpet
was spread and there was no sign upon it of the
damage that had occurred on the last occasion.
The peacock in this corner had his full equipment
of tail feathers spread out as proudly as his
fellows of the other three corners. No one could
have said that this corner had been damaged and
repaired.